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The following investigation is based on a qualitative research that intends to explore the 
Chinese immigration to Italy. The first part regards the historical perspective which leads to 
explore the reasons of the Chinese diaspora to Italy, its first geographical collocation and its 
spread throughout the country until today, in order to highlight the areas of major 
concentration of the Chinese communities.  
 
The second chapter goes through theoretical framework on which my thesis is founded, 
following then with the statement of the problem which includes a statistical perspective of 
the presences of Chinese nationals in Italy divided by age, geographical area, gender, aim of 
the staying in the country. This section is successively followed with the definition of the 
scope, delimitation and methodology of the study.  
 
The third chapter discusses the cultural and social integration of the Chinese communities 
located in the Marche region, in the center of Italy. It emphases the developing process of the 
Chinese presence in the area highlighting the differences of the three generational groups: 
first generation, second generation and third generation; each one of them will be discussed 
under an objective point of view collected during the research on the field. The second part of 
the third chapter focuses on the major challenges and difficulties which obstacle the cross-
cultural adaptation. An important role is also played by the Sino-Italian cultural organizations 
and institutions located in Italy, they appear to be a valuable connection between the two 
dissimilar cultures and they improve the reputation of the Chinese culture and society under 















The fourth and last chapter is about the development of the Sino-Italian relations under the 
numerous cultural exchanges on a national level and on regional level and how these projects 
have an advantageous impact on the international affairs. Further on, to highlight the fact that 
the existing relations are mutual beneficial and sustainable, I will finally discuss both 
countries’ visa policies and their future perspectives, including the role played by cultural 
institutions in such matter. 
 































































The 21st century has seen big changes in the international society and in the 
development of the relations among states. The whole world has been affected 
by a new way of thinking, by a different environment which every society has 
come to share with other cultures and ethnicities.  
 
The Chinese culture has been spread around the world through a strong flow of 
migration to various corners of this world. Among all of the countries that have 
welcomed Chinese communities, there is Italy as well where, since the 1980’s, 
hundreds of thousands of Chinese has made it their home so that they could find 
a brighter future. It is of great interest observing how the Chinese culture shares 
similarities with the Italy culture; even though they are different of many levels 
they both cherish certain values that define the identity of the two countries. 
Further more, China and Italy were tied together also back in ancient times, 
when Italian explorers had reached the Chinese land. As it has recorded in 1266, 
Marco Polo arrived from Venice in Kublai Khan at Dadu, which is the actual 
Beijing, China; later on in 1582, Matteo Ricci, from Macerata, reached the 















It could be for the historical ties between China and Italy share or it’s a case, but 
the two societies do share important values that are the fundamentals of their 
cultures. Such fact has a positive effect on the cross-cultural adaptation of the 
Chinese migrants residing in Italy, so it increases the possibilities of a good 
level of integration. Today these similarities may not be felt at first, but 
throughout time the establishment of Chinese communities in Italy has shown 
that thanks to such common morals Italy can be a comfortable environment for 
Chinese nationals. In fact, although the impact of the establishment of Chinese 
communities has been strong at first, throughout the years the ethnic group has 
been better accepted and the migrants themselves could adapt to the new society. 
In addition, within the last ten years, the number of Chinese migrants has 
increased and the purpose of their staying has changed; in fact, many more 
students and teachers have come to Italy for pure interest into the country’s 
culture, traditions and lifestyle. This change of the migration flow has made the 
process of integration more fluent, creating a better understanding between the 





















The development of this study has been possible to all those people who have 
supported me in many ways throughout the research. Special thanks go to my 
mother, my father, my brother and my sister, for having me supported in any 
possible way. To my boyfriend who has stayed next to me during such a tough 
time and from him and his family I have received the warmth and kindness no 
other foreigner in China has received before. To my friends, especially 
Guendalina (歌子) who has introduced me to the Chinese community of the 
Marches and who also has helped me understanding the various characteristics 
of that environment. To my supervisor 陈锴, for having truly helped me with 
the development of my thesis. 
 
Without these people and their support, I would have not been able to 




























List of Figures and Tables  
 
List of Figures 
 
1. The Significance of the Study 
Figure 1 - Map of Italy                                                                                                       
Figure 2 - Map of Marche Region                                                                                      
 
List of Tables 
 
1. Chinese Migration from Late 1800’s Until Today 
Table 1 - Chinese Migrants’ Registered Entries into each Continent                                
 
2. Origins of Chinese Diaspora in Italy 
Table 2 - Total registered Chinese residents – stock data referred to 1 January of each 
year 
3. Statistics of Chinese Migrants’ Entries in Italy 
Table 3 - Chinese Migrants in Italy by 2016 January 1st – Regional Distribution 
Table 4 - Chinese Migrants in Italy by 2016 January 1st – Age Distribution 
Table 5 - Male Chinese Migrants in Italy by January 1st 2016 – Age and Gender 
Distribution 
Table 6 - Female Chinese Migrants in Italy by January 1st 2016 – Age and Gender 
Distribution 
 
4. Division into Generational Groups 
Table 7 - Division of generations by arrival, age, origin and level of integration  
Table 8 - Province of Macerata - Distribution by reasons of presence in the area of  
Macerata. 
 
Table 9 - Province of Ancona - Distribution by reasons of presence in the area of  
Ancona. 
















Table 11 - Province of Ascoli Piceno - Distribution by reasons of presence in the area of 
Ascoli Piceno. 
 
5. Potential Advantages and Potential Disadvantages for Integration 








6. Italian Immigration and Visa Policy Towards China 
 
Table 14 - Types of Italian Visa and the Time Duration of the Staying 




































































































We live in an era, where progress and development are non-stop; advancement happens 
constantly in the medical, technology, academic, economic, political field and so on. 
Therefore, the world we live in keeps developing day by day under many perspectives: 
technology is getting more and more advanced narrowing distances among countries, so 
different cultures are sharing more common values; serious disease can be cured due to the 
progress in the medical research; in short our lifestyle keeps improving allowing people to 
have a better quality of life. This phenomenon is called “globalization” and it has been 
spreading in almost every corner of the world, but it is not visible to every individual living 
on this planet. The process is fast, not easy to realize and most of the people consider it as 
ordinary. 
 
What is the main consequence of globalization? As stated above the distances among 
countries are shorter and it is much easier to communicate on daily basis. This fact allows 
everyone to learn better about a culture and so it makes the acceptance of ethnic groups living 
in other countries easier, bringing different cultures into direct contact, so more values and 
cultural aspects are shared by creating a hybrid of at least two different cultures. This is 
nothing but the phenomenon of “multiculturalism” as also a consequence of globalization: 
although there are some contrasting waves against this reality and it is not easy to develop 
everywhere, multiculturalism is happening. Both multiculturalism and improvement of life 
quality are two products of globalization, but what is remarkable about the relation of these 
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